
Submission from Mr Nick Berry  
 

To Whom It May Concern,  
  
Higher Education Governance (Scotland) Bill 
  
I am writing to express my concerns with many of the proposals set out in the Higher 
Education Governance (Scotland) Bill that is due to pass through the Scottish 
Parliament this coming autumn. 
  
My primary concern is that, as a piece of proposed law, the Bill is simply 
unnecessary; it neither addresses an issue nor rectifies an injustice.  Instead, it 
appears to propose establishing a mechanism by which government can exert 
political influence over academia through its function as an enabling act.   
  
Secondly, whilst the Bill’s original aims were to promote greater accountability and 
transparency (ideals that are difficult to argue against) the Bill in its current form 
seems to be advocating the exact opposite through its ‘one size fits all’ approach of 
enforcing greater consistency among institutions; furthermore, the simple act of 
enforcing consistency flies in the face of the long established and time-proven 
principle of academic independence.  Surely, the universities of Scotland (such as 
my own alma mater, St Andrews) have the world-wide reputation that they have 
precisely because they were not shackled to a centrally imposed ‘ideal’. 
  
This leads me to my final concern: the potential impact on universities of 
implementing the changes this legislation would require.  For example, my own 
university estimates that, were the Bill to become law, it would require significant 
revision of at least four of its currently established ordinances in order to comply with 
the legislation.  This process would take approximately two years, involve extensive 
consultation and needs Privy Council approval for each revision; an enormous 
administrative and financial burden for no apparent improvement or benefit, save 
‘consistency’ where none is necessary. 
  
In summary, the legislation as proposed is simply not needed; and, if introduced into 
law would adversely curtail the very foundations of Scotland’s universities, 
universities that have a richly deserved and hard-earned reputation for academic 
freedom and world-class teaching, research and learning. 
  
Throughout my examination of the arguments both for and against the Bill’s 
proposals, it has been difficult to ignore the old maxim – ‘if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it’ 
and with this in mind, I urge the Scottish Parliament to reconsider the need for this 
Bill. 
 

Yours Sincerely 

  

N J Berry 

 


